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SUMMARY:
The organized review of projects through regular meetings of the involved state and federal funding organizations allows for more effective project funding.
A steering committee of representatives of the several funding agencies that participate in the New York State Water & Sewer Infrastructure Co-funding Initiative formed a Project Review Sub-Committee to enhance the effectiveness of project funding efforts. The sub-committee meets monthly to discuss current project status, funding needs of specific projects, recently received applications and problems a community may be having moving their project forward.  The subcommittee also discusses issues it feels need to be brought to the full Co-Funding steering committee, which meets on a bi-monthly basis.   

The Project Review Sub-Committee includes primarily staff level representatives from each of the participating NYS Co-Funding Initiative agencies. Those agencies include: the Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC), Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Department of Health (DOH), Governors Office for Small Cities (GOSC), Department of State and US Department of Agriculture Rural Development/ Rural Utilities Service.
Other organizations involved in funding water and wastewater projects on a more selective scale have been invited to join the Project Review Sub-Committee, as well. These additional groups include the NY Power Authority, and NYS Energy Research and Development Authority, both providing financial assistance related to energy conservation; and the Oil Spill Fund, administered by the Office of the State Comptroller, which offers financial assistance for projects that are impacted by petroleum contamination of soils and groundwater. 

Scheduling challenges were initially encountered when efforts were made to assemble the Sub-Committee for face-to-face meetings. To overcome this problem, the Sub-Committee meets via conference call. 
